President’s Message:

Dear Beautification League members and friends:

The holidays are upon us - time to decorate, celebrate and give thanks for the blessings of family and friends! Copia
Home and Garden offers a series of creative hands-on classes guaranteed to make you merry. Make a boxwood
topiary, hand-tied wreath, mailbox swag, or winter centerpiece with expert guidance from Jennifer. Call Copia 914 -
533-7242 for information and reservations.

Join us on Wednesday, December 3" at 9:30AM for our first TABLESCAPES planning coffee at the home of Gale
Stafford. Tablescapes is a bi-annual fundraiser for Beautification League held at Waveny House. Imaginative table
vignettes and charming floral arrangements are created by local designers; a gala reserved-seat luncheon will be
offered on April 29" followed by a casual tea on April 30",

We gathered at Waveny to make signature red velvet bows in preparation for our Annual Holiday Greens
Workshop, on Thursday, December 4™ at New Canaan Nature Center 8:30AM — 12:30PM. Lend a hand as
Beautification League and Garden Club members work together to create holiday wreaths for our town’s public
buildings. (See following) Look for an email blast later in the month with details on helping to decorate the
bandstand at God’s Acre, the picturesque setting for traditional caroling on Christmas Eve.

Wonderful to see a big turnout for Tovah Martin’s extraordinary November program! Tovah is such an amazing
pillar of garden knowledge, wit and wisdom and she truly enjoyed our group. Lots of ideas for future field trips in
her commentary. Thank you Georgene Frantz and Margery Gardner for marvelous muffins and more goodies. Did
you plant your succulents indoors or find a place to scatter Agastache “Black Adder” seeds outdoors for future
bloom?

After you set the table for holiday guests, hope you'll take a moment to snap a photo of your unique tablescape to
save with your merry memories. And please share your distinctive images with League members by sending
electronically to Susan Smith for publication in our next newsletter. Visions of hot chocolate and cookies,
champagne and canapés, turkey with all the trimmings are dancing though my head. Wishing you all the joy and
magic of the holiday season!!!

Warmly,

Carol Seldin  cwseldin@optonline.net

Mark your calendars NOW for Tablescapes 2015 to be held April 29" and 30°

www.newcanaanbeautification.org




GREENS WORKSHOP

Thursday, December 4"
at the New Canaan Nature Center from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm

&
The final step -- adorning the wreaths with bows, pine cones, and greens -
for the town to enjoy. If possible, please bring cuttings and cones from home.

The Garden Club of New Canaan is joining us to make these lovely wreaths.

Please RSVP to Liz Orteig
if you can come to help.

Membership
Our membership continues to grow . .. ..

Please welcome the following new members:

Teddy Berg
Eileen Boehme
Linda DeMayo

Gerda Smith
Julie Stauffer

Tracy Phillips and Jane Campbell — Membership Chairs

Bow—dazz[ing Works hop

We had a great turnout of volunteers for the Bows

workshop. Present were Agneta Aspinwall, Libby Butterworth,
Mimi Dickerson, Lisa Ferrante, Georgene Frantz, Margery Gardner,
Joan Hayenga, Sara Hunt, Yvonne Hunkeler, Laura King and Carol
Seldin.

Our talented and experienced workers cut and tied and got the job
done in good time, and coffee and snacks were provided by Joan
Hayenga. Thank you to all of you who turn out so reliably to make
our organization work smoothly.

Liz Orteig

Hanging Baskets

We have over 100 green plastic pots from the hanging baskets. If anyone could use any of them or could suggest a
use for them, please let us know.

Sara Huwt and L’Lbbg Butterworth




CoME ONE, COME ALL

Tablescapes Organizational Coffee

Wednesday, December 3 @ 9:30am
at the home of Gale Stafford

All members are invited to participate in the planning of

TRES CHIC - TABLESCAPES 2015

R

RSVP directly to Gale by Sunday, November 30"

When entering Fitch Lane, drive past one house on left.
There will be 4 mailboxes on the left. Take left hand turn and
park on lane in front of white house with black shutters.
Overflow parking can park on Fitch Lane.

Annual Appeal = 2015

Many thanks to everyone who helped us make the 2014 Annual Appeal so successful!

On January 7" we will start working on the 2015 appeal - - for mailing March 1%.

We are encouraging everyone to address envelopes again this January. You will be able to pick

them up at the Wednesday, January 7" NCBL Program at The Nature Center. The “appeal bags” contain a list of
addresses, cover letters, bookmarks, remittance envelopes, and envelopes to address. Handwriting the envelope
makes a difference in personalizing the mailing. We are NOT allowed to write a personal note of any kind on the let-
ter this year (per post office bulk mail requirements).

Looking forward to seeing you in January! I'm counting on you.
Thanks.

Enjoy the season!

Karew Hansown




November in Lee Garden

What am I?

These dancing black
seeds are from a Hosta
plant! Most of us dead-
head the flowers after
bloom, but let some go
to seed! Critters eat the
seeds and you can sow
them in new areas.

Colors and seedheads in the Fall garden continued to
surprise and delight. The weather was mild for quite
a while allowing us more time to prune and move
some groundcovers and rhododendron rootings. We
worked on the back paths by the Audubon border.

Yellow leaves —
Behind the shed of the
Rhododendron vaseyi
plant.

Seedheads - Can be such art! Below, the seedhead is
from the Cimictfuga plant, aka Bugbane. Black Cohosh,
or Black Snakeroot.

The Cimictfuga racemosa is native to the eastern U.S.
brings height to moist, partly shady sites. It was bloom-
ing in August, September and October - photo inset.

In the spring look for more of this Narcissus along Wood
Road, the main trail into the center of the garden.

Did you know . ..

Narcissus poeticus (Poet’s Daffodil, Nargis, Pheasant’s
Eye, Findern Flower, and Pinkster Lily) was one of the first
daffodils to be cultivated, and is frequently identified as
the narcissus of ancient time - often associated with the
Greek legend of Narcissus. It is the type species of the
genus Narcissus. Extremely fragrant, with a ring of petals
in pure white and a short corona of light yellow with a
distinct reddish edge and is widely naturalized in North
America and Europe.




The CoIIecting Mania October 1999 by Joan Saragent

Does having one variety of Lily of the Valley (Convallaria majalis) seem
enough to you? If not, then you are a collector. Variety Rosea has a
rather wishy-washy pink bell, takes longer to get established and to me
isn’t quite so fragrant. Several others sound tempting, there’s
Albistriata with white stripped leaves and Flore Plena with double
flowers.

It’s the same with Galanthus, the snowdrop. A new book is coming out
all about them and right now you may be happy with Nivalis, but my
favorite is Elwesil, the giant snowdrop. It’s earlier, taller, with a large
flower and more likely to stay put. Nivalis seems to prefer coming up
in the middle of my Peonies than in the perfect spot | want it in.
Caucasicus has greyer leaves and must be hearty coming from the
steepes of Russia, but | don’t know if | prefer green or grey leaves
coming up through the snow. This year | am trying lksariae var.
latifolius with broader, glossier green leaves. There is a yellow one
that | have never seen and some that bloom in the fall. As|don’t have
to have them all,  am not a Galathophile.

My love affair with Fritillaria is winding down. Vita Sackville-West of
Sissinghurst had this to say about my favorite, Meleagris: “a sinister
little flower, sinister in its mournful color of decay.” It comes in a
mixture which usually includes some white, the bells are quite large,
the stems long enough for cutting and it does seems to live and
increase with me, it’s also quite inexpensive and easy to find. | love it.
Many others behaved like expensive annuals, the one | think | will give
another chance to is Fritallaria persica. This grows about 2 feet and
has nice blue-green strappy foliage, it has dark plum bells and although
I don’t seem to have the flower anymore, | do like the leaves.

One way to get a good start with pink Lily of the Valley and with
snowdrops is to join the Lee Garden volunteers. They give them away
every spring and that’s by far the best way to get them going in your
garden.

Joan Sargent, a long time member and master gardener who passed away in August
2012, wrote many gardening columns through the years for our newsletters. We are

reprinting them again—this time with photos researched on the internet. There is Joan’s
Garden an area planted in her memory at Lee Garden.

The pink Lily of the Valley,
Convallaria rosea, above and
to the right.

Below are Galanthus elsewii,
one of the first flowers to pop
up during or after snow in the
early spring. It naturalizes.
There is a double flower variety
as well.

Far left are Fritallaria melegris, known as Checkered
Lily Bells, Snake’s Head, or Guniea Hen Flower - always
a cheerful surprise when they pop up. This species is
suitable for growing in a damp meadow or open
woodland, and is great for naturalizing in lawn.
Fritillaria meleagris prefers moist soil in full sun to light
shade, and cool, damp summers.

At left, is the Persian Fritallaria persica, very dramatic
color and show.




Tracy Phillips and Steve Benko admiring
newly planted planters at Waveny put
together by Tracy and Carol Seldin.

Doug Pippitt, owner of New
Canaan Florist, foraged in
Carol’s garden and his designer
Debbie created an eye-catching
arrangement.

Shirley Stancik, Carol Seldin and Valerie Monaghan
along with November’s guest speaker, Tovah Martin.

Agastache ‘Black Adder’

A long-blooming selection for the middle to back of
the border, featuring long wands of dark purple
bracts that hold soft smoky-lavender blooms.
Foliage is dark green and licorice-scented.
Attractive to butterflies and hummingbirds.
Flowers are excellent for cutting. Pinch in June to
keep plants compact if desired. Easily divided in the
spring. Quite possibly hardy to Zone 5 or colder.




The S/zewé/ Laaé/fs Guide to Northeast Shade Garv/em’ng

In March, 2011 Amy Ziffer gave a presentation about cottage gardening to the New Canaan
Beautification League. She would like to let you know that earlier this year the University
Press of New England published a book she wrote about shade gardening, specifically tailored
to our region.

The Shady Lady’s Guide to Northeast Shade Gardening is available through all normal retail
channels, including neighborhood bookstores and online.

Here’s a link to her page at her publisher’s website, where you can find more details about the
book’s contents: http://www.upne.com/1611685251.html You'll see from online reviews
that the book has been very well received.

the
SHADY LADY'S
GUIDE to

NORTHEAST
SHADE
GARDENING




