
President’s Message:President’s Message:President’s Message:President’s Message:    
    

Dear League Members and Friends: 

 

Our New Canaan landscape wears robes of winter white – alternately dazzling in the sunshine and persistently dreary 

on gray days.  While waiting for spring (which officially begins on March 20
th

), we plan for activities in the months 

ahead and dream of forsythia and daffodils. 

 

We all enjoyed the colorful “Garden to Table” presentation by Christine Segalas of Homegrown Harvest.  She made it 

sound so easy to grow herbs and vegetables. (See photos)  How satisfying and tasty to serve up fresh picked lettuce 

and plump tomatoes fresh from your own garden!  Thank you to Bianca Romano for introducing our speaker, to 

Marianne Zarnik and Joan Hayenga for a delicious hospitality spread, to Kathy DeMarco for coordinating technology 

and to Susan Bergen for the lovely flowering quince arrangement. 

 

Next up on Wednesday, March 4
th

, we will welcome Danna DeElsi, owner of The Silk Touch in Norwalk. (See following 

for details)  Danna’s presentation “Fabulous Faux Florals: Fact & Fantasy” will feature a hands-on flower arranging 

demonstration and background on how silk flowers are created and meticulously hand painted.  Danna will share her 

daughter’s wedding album blooming with Dana’s artistry.   Three lucky members will take home splendid arrangements 

and additional beautiful florals will be offered for sale. 

 

Our important fundraising activities are well under way.  Check your mail for NCBL Annual Appeal solicitations, crafted 

by Karen Hanson and Faith Kerchoff and Tablescapes 2015 save the date/invitation postcards created by Valerie 

Monaghan, Susan Smith and Faith Kerchoff.  Karen Mactas and Penny Mardoian are heading up this year’s heritage 

table.  Local boutiques Potpourri, Dorothy Mann and L’Armoire will be providing Très Chic fashion mannequins for 

display at Tablescapes. 

 

As you plan ahead for your garden, check out catalogues and websites and dream in living color of vibrant additions to 

your garden palate:  ‘Prince of Orange’ Crocosmia, ‘Longwood Pink’ Canna, ‘Green Gambler’ Helleborus, ‘Blue Pearl’ 

Sedum, ‘Morning Gold’ Gladiolus, Hydrangea ‘Ruby Slippers’ and so much more. 

 

Warmly - 

Carol Seldin     cwseldin@optonline.net 

www.newcanaanbeautification.org 

Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter lies a miracle...a seed waiting to sprout,  

a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to unfurl.  And the anticipation nurtures our dream. 
~  Barbara Winkler  





TEA AND SHOW & Petite Boutique 
THURSDAY, APRIL 30 • 10AM-1:30PM 
TICKETS $25 

TO BUY TICKETS 203-966-7575 

ALSO AT THE DOOR 

LUNCHEON, SHOW & SILENT AUCTION 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 • 10:30 AM-2PM 
TICKETS $65. Call 203-966-7575 
SOLD ON FIRST COME BASIS - TICKETS LIMITED 

Reviews are in: 
“A spring tablescapes and  
fashion preview tour de force  
of inspiration for the new season 
...all in the beautiful setting of 
Waveny Mansion in New Canaan.” 
 
“A must see…!” 
 

“Très Chic” 

Come view 30+ tabletops 
and fashion vignettes 

To benefit the New Canaan Beautification League 



TABLESCAPES  2015 “Très Chic”  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Tablescapes Centerpieces NeededTablescapes Centerpieces NeededTablescapes Centerpieces NeededTablescapes Centerpieces Needed    
 

IF YOU LOVE WORKING WITH FLOWERS, please volunteer to make a centerpiece for  

the Tablescapes Luncheon on April 29.  We are setting 18 tables and therefore need  

18 arrangements.  Pretty vases filled with blossoms, baskets of blooming spring 

perennials, ceramic pots planted with herbs are just a few ideas.  Here’s an opportunity 

to be creative and helpful.  All these arrangements with be ‘sold’ through silent auction 

so choose a container you wish to donate. 
 

Many thanks to Carolin, Buttrick, Peggy Dannemann, Margery Gardner, Yvonne Hunkeler, 

Faith Kerchoff and Bianca Romano who have already signed on. 
 

If you would like to help, please email Susan Bergen Susan Bergen Susan Bergen Susan Bergen - snbergen@msn.com 

Heritage Table Place Settings are NeededHeritage Table Place Settings are NeededHeritage Table Place Settings are NeededHeritage Table Place Settings are Needed 

The  Heritage table was a hugely popular addition to our Tablescapes event two years ago, 

and we are now looking for  volunteers to help create this year’s beautiful tableau.  The 

Heritage Table will consist of individual place settings, each one uniquely designed by 14 

different members of the Beautification League.  Each setting should include a mixture of 

her family heirloom, current china, silver, flatware and other items of her choice.  Each 

participating member will set up her own place setting on the Heritage Table and pick up 

her setting when the event is over.  If you are interested in volunteering, or have any 

questions, please contact either: 

  Karen Mactas          Karen Mactas          Karen Mactas          Karen Mactas        203    972-8284    kmactas@aol.com    or        

                Penny Mardoian   Penny Mardoian   Penny Mardoian   Penny Mardoian   203    966-8770    penart@optonline.net 

Tablescapes Silent Auction Items NeededTablescapes Silent Auction Items NeededTablescapes Silent Auction Items NeededTablescapes Silent Auction Items Needed    
 

We need donations for our Silent Auction at Tablescapes.  Anything that you think might be of interest, including tick-

ets to a show, a service you could perform, or a gift certificate from your favorite merchant would be welcome.   

If you have anything, please contact me. 
 

Liz Orteig   Liz Orteig   Liz Orteig   Liz Orteig   203-966-2359 or Lorteig@gmail.com  

Calling All BakersCalling All BakersCalling All BakersCalling All Bakers    
 

Please sign up to make two to three dozen of your favorite cookies for the NCBL 

Tablescapes Luncheon April 29
th

 and Tea April 30
th

. 
 

Libby Butterworth   Libby Butterworth   Libby Butterworth   Libby Butterworth   eabutter@gmail  or  203 801-0862 

Sara Hunt   Sara Hunt   Sara Hunt   Sara Hunt   skhminky@optonline  or  203 966-3313 

No winter lasts forever ~ No spring skips it turn. ~ Hal Bor-



                                                        “Many hands made light work!” 

Thanks to everyone who helped write and stuff envelopes for our appeal this year!  And a special thank you to those 

who took extra bags and those who volunteered to write personal notes for the first class mailing.  Let’s hope we 

raise enough funds to keep New Canaan beautiful!  That’s our goal after all. 

Karen Hanson  Karen Hanson  Karen Hanson  Karen Hanson  Karenh81@optonline.net  203-966-5140 

MembershipMembershipMembershipMembership  

 

Please welcome our newest member member: 
 

Amy Weber Reid, 291 Park Street, NC. 594-9507, 917-913-8903, AReid1010@gmail.com 
 

If you know of anyone that might be interested in joining, please forward their contact information along to us. 
 

Tracy Phillips Tracy Phillips Tracy Phillips Tracy Phillips andandandand Jane Campbell  Jane Campbell  Jane Campbell  Jane Campbell – Membership Chairs 

Chanel inspired fashions at Potpourri to 

be featured at Tablescapes and store 

manager, Donna Yellin.  

Bianca Romano, Partner Mark and Christine Segalas of 

Home Grown Harvest. 

 

WANTED FOR  

“Très Chic”  

Cookies 
Centerpieces 

Silent Auction Items 
Table Place Settings 
Please call and  

volunteer your assistance! 
See details on preceding page. 



Is there a fairy house in your future?  Some of these were taken at the Darien DCA house last year at a Darien 

Garden Club Show that also featured fairy houses. 

Daydreaming on cold days, sitting in a sunbath trying to soak up the warmth...thoughts turn to fairy houses and 

small plants and plant materials that are good to adorn them.  If one has been to the NYBG train show, there 

were myriad examples of small leafed mini plants used to landscape the trains and historic buildings of old New 

York and all made from natural materials! 

Daydreaming about Fairy Houses 

If we had no winter the spring would not be so pleasant. ~ Anne Bradstreet 



Proven Choices 

By Joan Sargent         FEBRUARY 2000 
 

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society puts out a quarterly 

magazine called Green Scene (now called GROW).  Every year, in its 

Fall issue some nurserymen pick out shrubs and trees that they 

think are underused by homeowners and nominate them for the 

Styer Award.  Three of the winners this fall I already have, Parrotia, 

I wrote about in December.  (inserted below) 

 

 

 

 

Aronia arbutifolia:  Brilliantissima, the red native chockeberry has 

white flowers, good summer foliage, profuse berrying, and great 

fall color.  It grows about as wide as it is tall, mine are 6 feet, it will 

get a bit leggy so looks best behind a smaller plant such as Itea 

virginica, another native that would be a good choice.  It does well 

in sun or shade, deer don’t eat it, and the birds leave the berries 

alone for most of the winter. 
 

Syringa meyeril ‘Palibin’ the little leaf Lilac with no mildew, is small 

and more compact that the rest of the family.  Wonderfully 

fragrant, its violet flowers appear in the spring and fall.  For 

unknown reasons this plant can be hard to find, accept no 

substitutes, and keep looking. 
 

The new Wigelia they like is Alexandra’s Wine and Roses.  This one 

has dark wine colored leaves and rose pink flowers, good for fall 

color and a must for hummingbirds. 
 

They also tell us about a new rose for 2000.  We should be looking 

out for ‘Knockout’ rose from Star.  Extra disease resistant, the 

foliage is uneaten by beetles or other insects, no dead-heading, 

continuous blooms, ample hips in the fall with foliage turning the 

color of eggplant!  It’s the All American Rose of the Year and has 

cherry red blooms.  In my long life I have yet to come to the 

conclusion that if something is too good to be true, I better stay 

away from it, but this spring I might just be tempted to take a 

chance on this one. 

 
Joan Sargent, a longtime member and master gardener who passed away 

in August 2012; wrote about 24 gardening columns for NCBL through the 

years for our newsletter.  We are reprinting them again. 

 

From top, clockwise: 

Parrotia  persica in fall colors: 

Aronia aka Red Chockeberry, tolerates 

both wet and dry soil; Weigelia 

Alexandra’s Wine and Roses; 

Syringa meyeril ‘Palibin’ the tiny Lilac; 

‘Knockout’ Rose, which certainly did 

prove to be a winner; and Itea virginica. 

 

 

Parrotia persica, a native of Iran, and a member of the 

Witch Hazel family makes a wide, arching shrub and also 

has the interesting bark.  The good green beech-like 

foliate starts turning color in the late summer, each leaf 

seems to be different with yellow, red and orange colors 

making it one of the most colorful trees I know. 



A Winter Bouquet 
By Joan Sargent         MARCH 2000 
 

Before the onset of winter weather, I went out to pick a small 

bunch of winter flowers and shrubs to liven up my library.  

Hellebore niger, the so-called Christmas rose had for the first 

time in memory lived up to its billing and I had picked one or 

two earlier.  I still have not found the secret to keeping it alive 

in the house for more than a day or two.  I have tried various 

flower arranger’s tricks, boiling water and pins in the stems, 

but nothing seems to work well.  I have found it to like a dose 

of Epsom Salts in the summer and a little lime every couple of 

years.  I do use a glass cloche on the plants to keep the flower 

pristine.  Helleborous foetidus with its very dark fingered 

foliage will last for weeks and with its tall stems and pale 

green bells is just as interesting in the garden.  I would not be 

without either one of them.   
 

Three stalwart shrubs will burst into flower if brought in the 

house for just a few days in February.  Lonicera 

fragramtissima, the winter honeysuckle has a lovely lemony 

smell.  It makes a rather straggley bush or as I grow it, climber, 

but is works well as a host to Clematis. Viburnam x 

bodnantense ‘Dawn’ is another winter bloomer that can be 

cut all winter long.  The flowers are pale pink and have a light 

fragrance.  It too makes an ungainly small tree and prefers a 

sheltered spot.  Skimmia japonica is an evergreen that I think 

is underused, it has both buds and berries all winter long and 

in a sheltered shady spot should thrive.  Tucking small early 

bulbs under its foliage protects little early snowdrops, 

aconites, cyclamen, and Crocus tommasanius, the only crocus 

that does not get eaten by chipmunks.  The cover of the corm 

is tougher than other varieties. 
 

Joan Sargent, a longtime member and master gardener who passed 

away in August 2012; wrote about 24 gardening columns for NCBL 

through the years for our newsletter.  We are reprinting them again. 

 

 

From top, clockwise: 

Helleborus niger - the Christmas Rose; 

Helleborus foetidus with its lime green flowers; 

Lonicera fragrantissima, the winter honeysuckle; 

Viburnam x bodnantense ‘Dawn’ is another winter bloomer; 

Skimmia japonica, an overlooked evergreen gem. 


