September 2014

Newsletter

President’s Message:
Dear Beautification League members and friends:

Hasn’t this been a wildly different kind of summer? We enjoyed incredibly “delightful weather” most of
the season, followed by the double whammy of intense heat and humidity on September 2™. Many plants
have flourished and so have vigorous weeds. We all miss the lushness of many varieties of hydrangea
blooms, the woody stems defeated by the severe cold of last winter. Plentiful wildflowers adorned
roadsides, including a dazzling wildflower meadow adjacent to NCBL's stand-out triangle at Route 123 and
Parade Hill Road. NC Public Works seeded the meadow 3 years ago, and this year it achieved eye-popping
splendor. Yvonne Hunkeler created an artistically charming meadow video which we plan to share at our
October luncheon.

Mark your calendars now and make reservations for our Autumn Luncheon on Wednesday, October 1%, at
Woodway Country Club in Darien. (See following) Award-winning author and dedicated gardener,
Margaret Roach traded the corporate life as esteemed garden editor for Newsday and Martha Stewart
Living for a country home and glorious garden in Hudson, NY. In her presentation, The 365-Day Garden,
she will share with us her experience and expertise. | recently met Margaret at Broken Arrow Nursery in
Hamden, and | know her garden wisdom will appeal to all. Please check out her website at:
awaytogarden.com

Everyone should feel pleased and duly proud of our many blooming projects: magnificently voluptuous
hanging flower baskets and pop-up park planters — thanks to leaders Sara Hunt and Libby Butterworth and
helpers; civic spaces energetically tended by Traveling Trowels volunteers under direction of Liz Orteig;

the distinctive woodland features of Lee Garden continuing to attract visitors. Triangle trio Kathy Lapolla,
Faith Kerchoff and Debera Simpson not only directed the efforts of volunteers, but made improvements at
many locations and hosted a gourmet breakfast at Mead Park for NCBL and town workers. (See photos)

Summer scenes in my garden: early morning - three deer graze just beyond the fence; mid-day — bees,
bunnies and chipmunks abound; late afternoon - majestic red-tailed hawk alights near the terrace; twilight
- coyote races in hot pursuit of red fox. All are part of the wild animal kingdom just beyond the doorstep.
“Try a walk on the wild side.”

Warmly,
Carol Seldie  cwseldin@optonline.net

Beautification League Board Meeting, Wednesday, September 17" Waveny Conference Room, (2""' floor) 9:30-11:30 am

www.newcanaanbeautification.org




Youw are cordially invited to
AUTUMN LUNCHEON

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15T

11:30 a.m. Social - 12 noon Lunch
at

Woodway Country Club
540 Hoyt Street, Darien

featuring guest speaker

Margaret Roach

presenting

The 365-Day Garden

Margaret Roach, a leading garden writer for
25 years—at 'Martha Stewart Living,'
'Newsday,' and in three books. She hosts a
public-radio show; lectures and holds tours
at her 2.3-acre Hudson Valley (NY) Zone 5B
garden, and always says no to chemicals and

yes to great plants.

Woodway’s Famous Popovers Please RSVP to Gloria Simon (203.972.8069)

Tomato Bisque or via email
Grilled Chicken over couscous with thesimons143@shbcglobal.net
haricot vert, orange-miso vinaigrette Send check made payable to:
(Vegetari A;tppleﬁTart 9 New Canaan Beautification League to:
ceetarian atemnative tpon reqtes Gloria Simon - 143 Butler Lane, New Canaan

Cost: S37 per person by September 19th

Your check is your reservation.



http://awaytogarden.com/about
http://awaytogarden.com/say-hello-to-my-newborn-book
http://awaytogarden.com/radio-podcasts-itunes-stream-or-live
http://awaytogarden.com/radio-podcasts-itunes-stream-or-live
http://awaytogarden.com/my-2014-events/
http://awaytogarden.com/my-2014-events/

Waveny Care Flower Volunteers for September

Thank you so much to all the volunteers who signed up to do dining room centerpieces
at Waveny Care Center in September. Here is the schedule:

Monday 9/1  Susan Bergen Monday 9/22 Jane Gamber
Monday 9/8  Faith Kerchoff Monday 9/29 Shirley Stancik
Monday 9/15* Agneta Aspinwall & Anka Jones

*Note: The Hort Therapy Class meets the 3" Wednesday of each month to make
centerpieces which they proudly display on the dining room tables. The arrangements
done on Monday of the same week are distributed by staff to other public areas at
Waveny for all to enjoy.

| will email each of you a copy of the guidelines.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
sSusan 'BE,Y@CW (203) 972 7505 snbergen@msn.com

Our Membership continues to grow . ..

We welcome the following new members: Frances Jeffrey, Lisa Ferrante, Candace Greene, Frankie Stevens, Elizabeth
Loomis, and Tonya Gwynn.

Thank you to all those members that sent in their membership renewals.
If you would like to be included in the directory you will need to send in your dues before Friday, September 12",

Thank you.
Tracy Phillips and Jane Campbell
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Rotary Glub of New Ganaan Annual Lobsterfest
atthe New Ganaan Historical Society Under the Tent
Tickets: $35.00 Fri. 5-8pm/ Sat. 12-8pm

NCBL GETS $15.00 FROM EVERY TICKET WE SELL.
1 1/4 Ib. lobster, corn on the cob, coleslaw, roll, beverage, dessert.
Chicken dinner available. Wine & beer for sale.

Kids Meal -hot dog, chips, drink.

Entertainment. Eat under the tent or “To Go for Home”.

Questions? Faith Kerchoff, Liaison 203-972-089%
Make checks out to Rotary Club of NC, mail to F. Kerchoff, 47 Kelley Green, New Canaan, CT. 06840
or email: faithkerchofi@hotmail.com-- tickets will he delivered!
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SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO TENDED, WEEDED
AND CONTRIBUTED TO THESE PROJECTS.




YOU make New €anaan Beautiful Day!
Volunteers’ Breakfast at Mead Park in July

Mead Park by the Triangle Chairs. It was a chance to meet other volunteers and to interact with the town
officials and town crews who aid us in our work. Rob Mallozzi, Tucker Murphy, Mose Saccary, John Howe and
Tiger Mann joined the group. Above are Yvonne, Debera, Faith, Kathy, Carol with Rob, Libby, Karen, Shirley,

Judy, Liz and Keith - among the NCBL volunteers that attended.

A7 A Sl Y
Shirley’s Green on Green garden flower arrangement!




July in Lee Garden

Viburnum dilatatum ‘Michael Dodge’

Named after Michael Dodge, who in 1969 crossed V. dilatatum ‘Xanthocarpum’ with V. dilatatum.
Selected by Winterthur Garden where he had worked at the time the cross was made. Selection was
made based on the abundant bright yellow fruit that glow against a backdrop of scarlet-red autumn

foliage and the rounded 5-6’ habit.

Iindian Pipe
Mushroom

Indian Pipe is usually seen from
June to September. It grows in
shady woods with rich soil and
decaying plant matter. This plant
is often found near dead stumps.
It doesn’t have chlorophyll, the
stuff that makes plants green. It is
a waxy, whitish color, turns black
when it gets old.

Jack O°Lantern
Mushrooms

Omphalotus olearius, commonly
known as the jack o’lantern
mushroom, is a poisonous orange
gilled mushroom that to an
untrained eye appears similar to
some chanterelles. It is notable for
its bioluminescent properties.
Toxic.




August in Lee Garden

The month was pleasant which was a surprise! There
were more cool nights and sunny, clear days than we
can long remember. This gave us more days to prune
dead branches around the garden.

On both sides of Olive’s Way, the highest path in the
garden, we find Doll’s Eyes, Actaca pachypoda, a native
plant. Both the plant and the berries are poisonous. We
would like to establish more of them - the ivy has taken
over ...

On a path behind the
shed are Highbush
Greeting us the last week of July and flowering into Blueberries. The
August was this Ilam azalea hybrid - probably birds seem to take
‘Supreme’, located right by the seating area. care of this fruit.

T There are also
Blueberries by the
footbridge at the
marsh.

Many bracket fungus
cropped up. They like
rotting tree stumps and
other rich decaying
forest matter.

Planted a couple of years ago is the Cardinal flower,
Lobelia cardinalis. They are doing nicely on the path by
the footbridge over the marsh area. They attract humming
birds and swallowtail butterflies.




